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ABSIRACT

In this study, the prineciples of Buddhist iconography and
iconometry are discussed with special reference to the Buddha image,
historically, theoretically and methodologically, The major part of the
thesis iz dovoted to giving s systematical zccount of Buddhist iconomeiry
together with some co-parilohc with Egyptian, Greek and Romun iconometry,
since no other student has yetl attempted this,

The first chapter gives a briaf account of the history of
Buddhist iconography and iconometry 23 well as of the techniques used
in coampsrison with those of the ﬂiaénn and Jains. In particular, the
origin of the Buddha image is discussed. |

In the second chapter Buddhist gods, particularly the
anthropomorphic repressatations of Great Wisdom (gamnssambodhi) are
described with reference to their theory aa; symboliss., In additiea,
the role the Buddha image played aa 4 means of meditation is alao
discussed as well as the 1dibuddba, Buddha families and different
manifestations.

?ho/nnbjo;t matter of the third chapter is the characteristics
of the Buddha, 1.8., the 32 major marks, eighty minor marks, the halo
and the mees of rays on the tdp of his hiad. These characteristic
signs are discussed separately as they are laid down ia Southera and
Horthern Buddhist seriptures, |

In the fourth chupter an attespt is wade to clarify the
theories snd methods of proportions of -tananré human types common
to Eastern and Westera art,

The fifth chapter gives the systemetical order of Buddhiast

iconometry in terms of systems, types and methods.
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