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Abstract

The definitions of development have been evolved from the period after the Second
World War and started with very narrow measurements which were based on the
economic growth or per capita income. Later on this narrow definition of development
has been moderated and developed to cover a wider area. As a result, the Physical
Quality of Life Index (PQLI) in 70’s and the Human Development Index (HDI) in 90’s
were used in measuring so called development. The Human Development Index was able
to cover both economic and social development aspects. According to the Sri Lankan
experience, with comparatively low economic growth the remarkable social development
has been achieved.

In this study the main objective was set to analyze the impact of public provisioning on
achieving higher level of Human Development in Sri Lanka at grassroots’ level. United
Nations Development Program’s Human Development Index method was used to test the
objectives of the study. Extensive data was collected at field level for the micro analysis
and secondary sources were used for the macro analysis. Micro analysis was carried out
in Udunuwara in Kandy district. The data which were collected through a structured
questionnaire and in-depth interview method were analyzed under quantitative and
qualitative methods. The secondary data analysis improved the validity of the findings of
the primary data analysis. Literacy rate, life expectancy at birth and child and maternal
mortality rates were used as dependent variables in the study while independent variables
were the availability of the government school, availability of free uniforms & books, the

infrastructure availability, family income, the immunization programs availability,



availability of clinical services, mother’s educational level, government hospital
availability and personnel spending on medicine.

The findings of the study revealed that the both public spending and the personal
spending directly improves the educational output and the health sector outcomes. Even
the per capita is low all most all the families considered at the field level spend
substantial amount of money specially on education is mainly due to the unique values
of the Sri Lankan society. In addition to that there was an indirect impact of education for

the improvements in the health sector.
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