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iriúfhka tf;r

wdpd¾h úu,d o is,ajd

Y%S chj¾Okmqr úYajúoHd,fha ikd;k iNdfõ ks¾foaYh u; ud fj; idys;HiQß 

(D.Litt.) iïudk Wmdêh msßkeóu .ek uf.a ia;+;sh uq,ska u m%ldY lrkakg 

leue;af;ñ' l=,m;s moúh Wiq,k fuu úYajúoHd,fhkau ug fï f.!rjh ,eîu úfYaI 

mS%;shls' tfy;a wo;a óg fmr;a iïudk Wmdê ,enQ lS¾;su;a Nj;=ka foi n,k úg 

Y%S ,xldfõ wOHdmkhg;a" ldka;djkaf.a wNsjDoaêhg;a uf.ka bgq ù ;sfnk fiajh 

fmfkkafka w,am ud;%hla f,ihs' th fufia ms<s.ekSfuka ud ;=< okjkafka ksy;udkS 

njlah' ;jo" fï Wmdê m%odfkda;aij foaYkh meje;aùug ,enqKq wdrdOkh uu úfYaIfhka 

w.h fldg i,lñ' th ud mj;ajkakg n,dfmdfrd;a;= jkafka úfYaI wdrdê; wuq;af;l= 

f,i fkdj" fï iriúfha u l=,m;s jYfhks' fï iriúhg whs;s ;eke;af;la jYfhks'

iriú mdGud,d id¾:l f,i yodrd Wmdê ,nd.;a Tn ish fokd fj; uf.a m%Yxidj;a" 

mS%;sh;a m%ldY lrñ' mif<dia jirlg;a jeä ld,hla uq¿,af,a Tn .;a jEhul u,aM, 

.ekafjk wjia:djls fï' Tn w;frka fndfyda fokl=g iriú jrï ,eîug fmr;a" miq;a 

iEfyk ÿIalr;dj,g uqyqK fokakg isÿ jQ nj uu oksñ' tjeks ÿIalr;d uOHfha ;ukaf.a 

wOHdmkh lvdlmam,a fjkakg bv fkd§ fujeks Wiia ;;a;ajhlg f.k hEu úfYaIfhka 

m%YxikSh fõ' tfuka u fï wjia:dfõ § fï Wmdê,dNSkaf.a foudmshkaf.ka o  

Ndrldrhkaf.ka o bgqù ;sfnk uy`.= fiajh isys l< hq;=h' ta jeäysáhkaf.a Wkkaÿj 

ksid;a" we;eï úg ÿIalr;d ueo wd;au mß;Hd.fhka u`. i,id ÿka ksid;a fï ;reK msßig 

;u n,dfmdfrd;a;= uqÿkam;a lr .ekSug yelsjQ nj fuys§ wu;l fkdl< hq;=h'

fuys Wiia Wmdê,dNSka fndfyda fofkla o isá;s' uq¿ oji ;siafiau /lshdjl kshq;=j isg 

iji mdGud,d wjqreÿ lsysmhla uq¿,af,a yodrd id¾:l f,i wjidk lsÍfuka" ;ud i;= 

wm%;sy; ù¾hh;a" ±ä wêIAGdk Yla;sh;a Tjqyq f,djg f.k yer md;s' fuhska wUqieñ 

iyfhda.ho fmkakqï fõ' th fkd,enqfKa kï fï wNsu;d¾:h bgq lr .ekSu ÿIalr jkq 

ksielhs' Tn ieug u uf.a mS%;sh;a m%Yxidj;a msß kefï'

Tnf.a wOHdmkh fld;rï ÿIalr;d uOHfha isÿ jqj;a" fuysÈ ì%;dkHfha Wiia wOHdmkh 

ms<sn| frdìkaia lñgq jd¾;dfjka ì|la Wmqgd olajkq leue;af;ñ' th Y%S ,xldfõ YsIHhkag;a 

wod<h hs uf.a ye`.Suhs'

zzfurg fï hq.fha YsIH mrïmrdj jdikdjka; ck fldgils' uyck Y%ufhka Tjqkag 

úfYaI jrm%ido ,nd§ we;' tfyhska" fï wjqreÿ ;=k - y;r uekúka m%fhdackhg .ekSfï 

j.lSu Tjqka fj; mejÍ we;' fï woyiu uyd lú ñ,agka fufia m%ldY lr ;sfí' zzTfí 

b.ekaug bv myiqlï ,eî we;af;a wka whf.a odäh uykaisfhka nj fufkys l< hq;=h'ZZ
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fï iïnkaOj uf.a woyi kï" Tn fj; mejÍ we;s j.lSu óg;a jvd nrm;, njhs' 

iriú wOHdmkh ksu l< miq;a fï j.lSu jeo.;a f,i ;rfha u ie,lsh hq;= njhs' Tng 

iudcfhka ,enqKq ,dN" i;aldr" yels mu‚ka iudchg wdmiq §u Tfnka bgqúh hq;= ld¾hhls' 

Tn f,dalh w;rg t<Uqkdhska miq Tnf.a ld,h;a" Tnf.a ±kqu;a" Tnf.a Y%uh;a" ks¾f,daNSj 

ohdkaú;j uyck wNsjDoaêh Wfoid wem lem ù fhdokjd we;ehs hkq uf.a m%d¾:kdjhs' 

tfiau Wmdêhla ,nd .;a mu‚ka i¾j iïmQ¾K fkdjk nj;a" jv jvd;a ÈhqKq l<hq;= 

fndfyda foa we;s nj;a ksy;udkj ms<s.ekSu jeo.;ah'

±kgu;a Tn iuyfrl= /lshdj, fh§ isákjd we;' wka ish¨ fokdu mdfya wOHdmk 

uÜgug iß,k /lshdjla fidhd n,k nj ksielh' fuh idOdrK n,dfmdfrd;a;=jls' wE; 

w;S;fha isgu rglg wjYH Wiiau md,l msßi ìyslsÍu úYajúoHd,hlska bgqúh hq;= 

iudchSh fiajhla f,i ms<s.kakd ,§' fuh merŒ fn!oaO yd ngysr úYajúoHd,Sh iïm%odhg 

wkql+, nj o fmfka' ks, uqødjla we;=¿ úYajúoHd,hSh ,laIK biq¨ uq¿ fn!oaO f,dalfha 

isiqkag jeo.;a flakaøia:dkhla jQ kd,kaodj u.ska o fï fiajh bgqjqks' we;eï .sys isiqka 

wOHdmkh wjidkfha § rdcH iNdj bÈßfha fmkS isg rcfha fiajlhka f,i fh§ isàug 

jrï ,nd.;a nj fmd;a m;aj, i|yka ù ;sfí' tfukau ;shqKq nqoaêfhka hq;a WmdêOrhka 

rdcH yd wd.ñl lafIa;%hkays Wiia md,l lghq;=j, fh§u Tlaim¾â iy flaïì%Ê 

úYajúoHd,j, uq, isgu we;s jQ iïm%odhls' fï iïm%odh Tlaiam¾â iriúfha fmr isg f.k 

wd hd{djl wo;a we;=<;ah' zzfoaj fufyh ms‚i" idikfhao rdcHfha o fiajhg iqÿiqlï 

we;s mrïmrdjla fkdwvq fõjdZZ uE; ld,j,§ yd kd kd úO Wiia jD;a;Skag wjYH mqyqKq 

nqoaêu;=ka imhk n,iïmkak wdh;k njg;a úYajúoHd, m;aù we;' Y%S ,xldfõ úYajúoHd, 

o fï iïm%odhg wkql+,j Wiia fiajhkag o Wiia jD;a;Skag o wjYH mqoa.,hka imhd fokq 

we;' tfy;a wOHdmkh uyck i;=ùfuka miq Wiia wOHdmkh ,nd .kakd isiqka f.a 

ixLHdj fo.=K f;.=K ùu ksid WmdêOdÍkag /lshd úrys;j isàug;a" ;ukaf.a W.;alï 

uÜgug ißfkdjk /lshdj,a Ndr .ekSug;a isÿ ù we;' fujeks /lshd m%Yak Y%S ,xldjg 

muKla fkdj fndfyda ÈhqKq rgj,g mjd uqyqK mdkakg isÿù ;sfí' fuh l,d WmdêOdÍkag 

úfYaIfhkau n,mdk m%Yakhls' rcfhka fï whg iqÿiq /lshd iemhSfï l%u we;s lsÍfuka 

È.= l,la /lshd fidhñka n,dfmdfrd;a;= iqkaj lkiai,af,ka ld,h f.jkakg isÿùu hï 

m%udKhlskaj;a je<elaù ;sfí'

/lshd fidhd hEfï § uqyqK fokakg jk tla lreKla kï Tn wfmalaId lrk ;k;=r 

,nd .ekSug Wmdêh muKla iSñ; fkdjk njhs' kj iqÿiqlï we;slr .ekSug;a" úfYaI 

olaI;d ÈhqKq lr .ekSug;a Tng wjYH úh yel' tmuKla fkdj Tn fj; úpdrd;aulj 

is;a fhduq lsÍu jeo.;a jkakg mq¿jk' WmdêOdÍka m;alr .kakd kQ;k /lshdj,g wjYH 

wOHdmksl iqÿiqlï yer mqoa., úfYaI;d iy wdl,am Tn i;=j ;sfí±hs úuish hq;=h' fuys 

jeo.;alu m%ldYhg m;ajQfha Y%S ,xld WmdêOdÍ ldka;d ix.uh u`.ska /lshd úrys; l,d 

WmdêOdÍka ms<sn|j 1981 § l< m¾fhaIKhl§ h' fï m¾fhaIKh ldka;djkag muKla iSud 

jQj;a bka t<sorjq lreKq iuyrla ia;S% mqreI fomlaIhg u tlfia idOdrK neõ fmkS .sfhah' 

/lshd ,eîfï§ úoHd WmdêOdrfhda l,d WmdêOrhkag jvd bÈßfhka isá;s hk nyq,j 

mj;akd u;h ;yjqre lsÍug idOl u;=úh' l,d mdGud,d yeoEÍfuka we;sjk yelshdjka 

Wmfhda.S lr.; yels /lshdj,a mjd úoHd WmdêOrhka w;am;a lrf.k ;sfnk nj ukdj 

meyeÈ,s úh' /lshd ,nd.kakg l,d WmdêOdÍkag we;s ndOd w;frka tlla kï jqjukd 

foaYk iïm%odk

57



m%udKhg bx.S%is NdIdj fkd±kSuhs' ;j;a ks;r n,mdk ndOlhla kï Wiia ks,OdÍka ;=< 

;sìh hq;= m%.;sYS,S .;s.=K Tjqka ;=< we;af;a w,am ud;%hla f,i hehs iajdñ mlaIh ks.ukh 

lr ;sîu;ah'

bx.S%is ±kqul we;s wjYH;dj .ek flfrk m%ldYk ks;r wmg wikakg ,efí' rg ;=< 

jik tfy;a fjkia fjkia NdId l:d lrk ck;djka w;r iïnkaO;djla we;s lsÍug 

bx.S%is NdIdj w;HjYH neõ we;eï whf.a úYajdihhs' uf.a fm!oa.,sl woyi kï tlu rgl 

jik cd;Ska folla w;r" Nckh" m¾hqmdikhg úfoaYSh nila wjYH fkdjk njhs' 

Tjqfkdjqka tlg wdY%h lf<a bx.S%iSka furgg meñfKkakg fmr §¾> ld,hla uq¿,af,ah' 

wo;a fndfyda ;ekaj, fjkia cd;Ska w;r iïnkaO;dj /£ mj;skafka cd;sl NdIdjka u;h'

tfy;a bx.S%is ±kqu fjk fya;=jla ksid wjYH jk nj lsj hq;=h' th wjYH ù we;af;a 

Èfkka Èk YS>%fhka f.dv .eiS hk {dk iïNdrfhka m%fhdack .ekSug;a" f,dalh ms<sn| 

mq¿,a wjfndaOhla we;s lr .ekSug;ah' uf.a wjxl úYajdih kï bx.S%is niska ,eìh yels 

fï m%fhdack Ñ;a;fõ. mg,hlska jeiShdu ksid wm wOHdmkh ;rula ÿrg fnd,a jQ njhs' 

miq.sh oYl ;=k ;=< bx.S%is ±kqu wjYH YsIH ixy;sh mjd th hg;aúð; jdofha NdIdj 

f,i;a" úfYaI jrm%ido ,nk iudc mx;shl ixfla;hla f,i;a i,ld bx.S%is yeoEÍu 

m%;slafIam lr ;snqks' tfy;a wo rfÜ y;= msfmkakdla fuka iEu ;eku mek ke.S ;sfnk 

bx.S%is áhqgßj,ska fmkS hkafka bx.S%is ±kqfï jeo.;alu wjfndaO ù hk njhs'

1976 § fld<U úYajúoHd,fha bx.S%is wxYh úiska rcfha wdh;kj, bx.S%is Ndú;h ms<sn|j 

iólaIKhla mj;ajk ,§' fuh" Y%S ,xld WmdêOdß ldka;d ix.uh u`.ska l,d WmdêOdßkaf.a 

/lshd úrys; Ndjh .ek meje;a jQ iólaIKfha § rcfha wkqnoaO wdh;kj,g;a" fm!oa.,sl 

wdh;kj,g;a mq¿,a lrk ,§' fuu iólaIKj, ks.ukh fufiah'

zzbx.S%is NdId ms<sn| olaI;djka fnfyúka Wiia lr fkd.kafka kï ,sx. fNaohlska 

f;drj iEu .ïno WmdêOrhl=g isÿjkafka fm!oa.,sl wxYfha iSudfjka msg; isákakg;a 

rdcHdxYfha Wiia ;k;=rej,g i|ygu fodr w`.=¨ jeiSu;ah'ZZ

ish mdief,a bx.S%is ÈhqKq lr .ekSug fkd;snqKq Tng;a iriú bf.kqu ,nk iufha§ 

iQodkï jk úNd.hg bx.S%is yeoEÍfuka jevla fkdfõhhs i,ld th fkd;ld yeßh Tng;a 

/lshdjla fidhd hEfï§;a ,;a /lshdfjka ÈhqKq ùug;a bx.%Sis l:kh" lshùu yd ,sùu hk 

olaI;d ;=ku Wiia lr.; hq;= nj Tn yeug;a fmkS hk nj fkdwkqudkh'

WmdêOrhkag iqÿiq /lshdjka ,nd.ekSug we;s ;j;a ±ä ndOdjla f,i fmkS hkafka 

Wiia ;k;=rej,g .e<fmk j.lSï fkdue;s ùu;a" tajdg fhda.H jk mqoa., úfYaI;d 

fkdue;s ùu;ah' fuysÈ fï m%Yakhg wod< tla wxYhlg Tfí wjOdkh fhduq lrkakg 

leue;af;ñ' tkï zzks¾ud‚l Ñka;khghsZZ fï mo fofla idudkH woyi kï .eUqre 

úoHd;aul .fõIK fyda uyd ;dlaI‚l ksIamdok ìys lrjk ;SlaIK {dkh .ek nj 

i|yka l<hq;=h' ld,dka;rhla uq¿,af,a mej; tk Ñ;%" ix.S;" idys;H wdÈ l,d lD;Ska 

ks¾udK l< yels úYsIag olaI;djkag o fï mo fhdokq ,efí' tfy;a .e,S,sfhda" maf,ñx" 

ld,sodi yd uhsl,a wekaðf,da jeks f,dal mQð;hkag muKla ks¾ud‚l Ñka;kh iSud 
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fkdjk nj kùk ufkda úoHd{hkaf.a u;hhs' wjfYaI mqoa.,hka ;=< o th úúO m%udKfhka 

msysgd we;ehs Tjqyq úYajdi lr;s' fï lreK .ek is;d n,k úg kj o¾Ykhla f.k;a 

mEug;a" kj in|;d ±lSug;a" .eg¿ úi£fï§ kj ud¾. wkq.ukh lsÍug;a iEu mqoa.,hl= 

;=<u yelshdj we;ehs kùk úYajdihls' .eUqre .fõIKhl§ we;sjk udkisl ls%hd oduhka" 

flfi,a f.ähla <`.d lr .ekSug ;ks fldagqjlska neß jQ l," fldagq folla tlalr .kakd 

Ñïmkaishdf.a udkisl ls%hdoduhkag uQ,sl jYfhka iudk neõ wo ms<sf.k ;sfí' tfy;a 

fujeks udkisl .;s.=K Wiia ;;a;ajhl r|jd" ÈhqKq ;shqKq lsÍu r|d isákafka ;ud 

Ôj;ajk mßirh wkqj;a tajd j¾Okh lsÍug iudcfhka ,efnk Wofhda.h;a Wkkaÿj;a 

u;h'

uq, isgu ks¾udKd;aul Ñka;k j¾Okh úYajúoHd,hl ld¾hhka w;frka tlla úh' 

fuh id¾:l jk mßÈ tys lghq;= ilia lr ;snq‚' mqrd;k iriúj, fuh ikd: lr 

;snqfKA úfYaIfhka u idlÉPd iy ;¾ljdo u`.sks' bkaÈhdfõ wjqreÿ fooyia mkaishlg 

wêl ld,hla uq¿,af,a nqoaêu;=ka w;r ixúê; ;¾ljdo mej;S ;snqks' uq¿ fn!oaO f,dalh 

w;r lS¾;sh ±rE mer‚ kd,kaodfõ" Ydia;Djreka m%uqL jdo uQ, ms<sn|j B iqx kue;s Ök 

mçjrhd fufia mjid we;' zzfuf,dj we;s ke;s O¾u .ek jdo újdo lsÍug oi foiska 

mçjre  fu;ekg meñ‚hy'ZZ fujeks ;¾ljdo l%ufhka úYdro;ajh ÈhqKqjQjd muKla 

fkdj" mçjrekaf.a Ñka;k Yla;sh ;j ;j;a ixj¾Okh ùug ud¾.hla úh' ngysr iriú 

iïm%odh o fuf,i u fõ' .ï kshï.ï ieß ierE weßiafgdag,a jeks mer‚ wNspdß Ydia;Djreka 

w;r o foaYkh yd ixjdoh" bf.kSfï yd b.ekaùfï iïu; l%u úh' fuf,i is;a .eàfuka 

we;s jkafka Ñka;k Yla;sh ÈhqKq ;shqKq ùuh' újdo l< lreK .ek kj wdf,dalhla we;s 

lsÍuh' fï foaYk yd ;¾ljdo l%u wo;a mejf;a' wo iïuka;%K f,i fï mer‚ l%u kj 

uqyqKqjrla o f.k ;sfí' mka;s ldurfha wOHdmkhg idlÉPd jeo.;a jk fiau isiqka 

w;r;a" iqyoj fyda iñ;s iud.ïj,§ fyda ;¾ljd§j jd.a m%ydrhg;a" m%;sm%ydrhg;a mqreÿ 

mqyqKq ùu b;d jeo.;a h' fï wkaoug ÈhqKq nqoaêhla we;af;l= ;=< ;sìh hq;= Ñka;k .;s.=K 

jeäùug wjYH mßirh we;s lrkafkah'

tfy;a wo ,xldfõ /lshd i|yd lrk igk;a" ta i|yd mj;akd ;r`.h;a ksid wOHdmkh 

uq, mgka iriúh olajd úNd.j,g;a" úNd. m%;sM,j,g;a wjOdkh fhduqù ;sfí' wo 

wOHdmkh ks¾udK;djg jvd úNd. wjYH;d msßueiSug fhduq ù we;' fï ksid wOHdmk 

l%ufha uqÿkafm;a; jQ WmdêOdÍka .ek uydpd¾hjrfhla fláfhka fufia m%ldY lr we;' 

zzuE; wjqreÿj, m%:u mka;sfhka iu;a jQ lSm fofkla we;;a kshu mdKaä;Hfhka fyì wh 

iaj,am fofkls'ZZ

ks¾udK Yla;sh ÈhqKq lsÍfuka /lshd ,eîug u`. mEfokjd muKla fkdj hula id¾:l 

f,i iïmQ¾K lsÍfuka we;sjk uQ,sl wjYH;djhka imqrd,Sug yelsfõ' thska iEySulg 

m;aúh yelsh' wd;au ;Dma;sh ú¢h yelsh' wdlsñãia mS%;s iy.;j zzhqf¾ldZZ lshd Woka 

wekSu;a" <orefjla úÿ,s mxldjl nuk m;a l%ufhka tla p,k mghla jkq ±l uú;j 

Woafhda.sj fok kdoh;a uQ,sl jYfhka tl yd iudkh' iyc ks¾ud‚l n,h m%ldY lsÍug 

wjia:d ,eîfuka udkisl fi!LHh ÈhqKq jkakdla fuka thg ndOd we;sùfuka udkisl 

wdndO we;s ùug;a fya;=jk nj we;eï ufkdaúoHd{hka f.a u;h fõ' wm úYajúoHd, ;=< 

nyq,j mj;akd mka;s j¾ck o mqj;am;aj, uyd wl=frka m<fjk lDDr;r kjl joj, o 
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tla fya;=jla kï úYajúoHd,hSh isiqkag iajlSh iyc ks¾udKd;aul Yla;sh m%ldY lsÍug 

bv m%ia;dj fkd,eîu ksidfoda lshd ud ;=< ielhla we;sj ;sfí'

ks¾ud‚l yelshd j¾Okh ;j;a fldaKhlska ne,sh yel' tkï" cd;sl ixj¾Ok w;sks' 

wm wOHdmk l%ufhka ms<sìUq jk idudðl wjYH;d wkqj ks¾udKd;aul Ñka;khg jvd 

wkql+,j ÈhqKq lr;;a fï úfYaI ,laIK ixj¾Okh we;s lsÍug;a" fõ.j;a iudÔh yd 

;dlaI‚l úm¾hdi we;s lsÍug;a w;HjYH fõ'

fufia n,k l, mriamr úfrdaê ;;a;ajhla Wod ù we;' iriú jrï ,eîug o ;uka 

n,dfmdfrd;a;= jk /lsh ,nd.kago mgq lfmd,a,lska ßx.d hEfï§ fm!reIh ySk ù hhs' 

WmdêOdÍkag .e<fmk uÜgfï Wiia ;k;=re ,eîug wjYH Ôj Yla;sh o fuhska flf<iS 

hkafkah' fï iïnkaOfhka úoHd YsIHfhda úoHdjka yeoEÍfï § wjYH m%dfhda.sl jev" 

mÍlaIK yd fm!oa.,sl .=re WmfoaY wd§ lreKq ksidu jdisodhl ;;a;ajhl isá;s' tfy;a 

mdrïmßl we.hqï wkqj ks¾udKd;aul n,h" l,d yd udkj Ydia;%j,g iSud ù we;ehs 

iïu; ù ;snqks' úoHd yd ;dlaIK Ydia;% iriú mdGud,djg iqÿiq úIhhka f,i we;=<;a 

lrkq ,enqfõ fiñka fiñkah' ±ä wlue;af;ka h' ±ka ;;a;ajh iyuq,skau fjkia ù ;sfí'

uE;l § wOHdmk úIhhka fjf<|fmdf,a nvqjla f,i ie,lSu ksid;a" tajdfha jákdlu 

/lshd i|yd we;s m%fhdack;ajfhka uekSu ksid;a l,d yd udkj Ydia;%j,g muKla fkdj 

iudc úoHd úIhhkag o ;on, mdvqjla ú¢kakg isÿù we;' fuh wOHdmk fidamdkfha uq, 

fm;af;a isg w. olajdu tlfia wys;lr f,i n,md we;'

Y%S ,xld úoHdNsj¾Ok ix.uh 1983 § mj;ajk ,o iudc úoHd wOHdmkh ms<sn| 

iïuka;%Khl § fï ;;a;ajh fudkjg fy<sorõ úh' iEu wOHdmksl uÜgul u l,d" 

udkj Ydia;% yd iudc úoHd úIhhka i|yd jehlr ;snqfka ridhk úoHd jeks úoHd úIhhkag 

jvd b;d iq¿ uqo,ls' tajdg fhdojk ,o ld,h;a uqo,;a bvlv m%udKh;a" iemhSï yd 

WmlrK foi ne¨j;a b.ekaùfï olaI;d ÈhqKq lsÍug ;sfnk myiqlï foi ne¨j;a" 

.=rejrekaf.a wd;au Yla;sh foi ne¨j;a" meyeÈ,s j u fmkS hk lreKla kï úoHd úIhhkag 

jvd l,d úIhhka my;a ;;a;ajhl ;nd i,lk njhs' úoHd ixj¾Okfha tlu h;=r f,i 

i,ld zzúoHd Èfhda" úoHd Èfhda" úoHd fkdu|j ÈfhdaZZ hk Woaf>daIKfhka Woa.; ù ;sfnk 

wxl=rhla f,i fï ;;a;ajh ie,lsh yel' fufia wOHdmkfha iunr ;;a;ajh wjq,a lsÍu 

uq¿ uy;a ixy;shg u ydkslr hehs uf.a l,amkdjhs' ;dlaIK hq.hg msïula mekSfï§ 

iyuq,skau mdfya wjOdkh fhduq jkafka úoHd flfrysh' wks;a úIhhka ;=<ska ixj¾Okhg 

,efnk uQ,sl M, m%fhdack .ek kshu ie,ls,a,la olajd ke;s fyhska mksk msïu wvmK 

fjkakg mq¿jk' ixj¾Okfhka ,eìh yels Wmßu M, ,nd .ekSug o fkdyels jkafkah' 

ixj¾Okhg iïmQ¾K uq,a;ek §fï mru woyi kï ck;dj ÿ.S ÿmam;alñka uqojd YsIAg 

iudchl" wd;au f.!rjfhka hq;a Ôú;hg ux mE§u hhs ljqre;a ms<s.kakd lreKls' úoHd 

l,d fowxYfhkau ixj¾Okhg Èh yels fiajd we;' wm Ôú;h iqfLdamfNda.s lr .ekSug 

wjYH nvq NdKav" WmlrK" úoHdj u`.ska imhk w;r l,d iy udkj Ydia;% yd iudc úoHd 

u`.ska ukqIH ðú; id¾:l lr,Sug wjYH bjiSu" iu.soï wd§ .=Kdx. ÈhqKq lsÍug uekúka 

bjy,a fõ' fï ñksia .=K oyïj,ska f;dr iudchl úoHd u`.ska ksmojk WmlrK mjd 
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udrl wú wdhqO njg fmrf<a' tfyhska Ôú; m%uqL;d .ek is;d ne,Su WÑ;h' fï wkqj ñi 

fjf<|fmdf,a ñ, .Kka wkqj fkdj úIhhkaf.a jeo.;alu ueksh hq;af;a'

fu;ek§ iudc úoHd úIhhka jk udkj ysñlïj,g iïnkaOlï we;s kj wOHhk 

lafIa;%hlg Tfí wjOdkh fhduq lrkakg leue;af;ñ' tkï jks;d wOHhkhhs' 1946 

zzjks;d ;;a;ajhZZ ms<sn| fldñiula tlai;a cd;Skaf.a ixúOdkfha tla wxYhla jYfhka 

msysgqjk ,§' ta ;=<ska udkj whs;sjdislï ,nd .ekSug fndfyda wjysrlïj,g Ndckh jk 

nyq;r fldgila f,i ia;S% j¾.h fy<sorõ úh' fuu ksid fndfyda ldka;djkaf.a ÿlanr 

Ôú; .ek uyckhd w;r ixfõokSh ye`.Sula we;súh' jks;djkag jk wys;lr n,mEï 

iyuq,skau Wÿrd ±óu ms<sn| 1967 § tlai;a cd;Skaf.a ix.uh ksl=;a l< m%ldYkfha fufia 

mjid we;'

zzjks;djkag fjkialï ±laùu udkj .re;ajhg;a mjqf,a yd iudcfha iqN isoaêhg;a 

wys;lrh' msßñka iu`. Wrg Wr .eà iunrj foaYmd,k" iudÔh" wd¾Ól yd ixialD;sl 

lghq;=j, ls%hd lsÍug ndOdjla fõ' ish rfÜ;a ñksia ixy;sfha;a ixj¾Okh Wmßu uÜgñka 

f.k hEug ndOdjls'ZZ

tlai;a cd;Skaf.a ixúOdkfha uyd iNd jdrhl§ 1975 cd;Hka;r ldka;d j¾Ih f,i;a 

1976-85 ld,h ldka;d oYlh f,i;a kï lsÍfuka ldka;d lghq;=j, jeo.;alu fudkjg 

meyeÈ,s úh' 1979 § ldka;djkag we;s iEu wdldr ndOdjka bj;a lrk iïuq;shlg tlai;a 

cd;Skaf.a ixúOdkh t<Uqfkah' fþo 30 lska hq;a ta iïuq;sh ldka;djkag oreKqu ndOd we;s 

lafIa;% i|yka lr tlai;a cd;Skaf.a ixúOdkhg wh;a iEu rgla u ta iïuq;shg w;aika ;nd 

th ls%hd;aul lrk f,i b,a,Sula lrk ,È' fï iïuq;shg Y%S ,xldj o w;aika ;nd we;'

ldka;d lghq;= flfrys olajk ie,ls,af,a tla m%;sM,hla kï f,dalfha úúO rgj, 

ldka;djkaf.a kshu ;;= ±k .ekSu i|yd m¾fhaIK meje;aùug Wkkaÿ lr ùuhs' fujeks 

m¾fhaIK u`.ska n,dfmdfrd;a;= jk ;j;a m%;sM,hla kï f,dalfha úúO N+f.da,Sh ixialD;sl" 

iudÔh yd wd¾Ól fldgiaj,g .e<fmk jev ms<sfj< ilia lsÍuhs' fukhska i,lk l, 

ldka;d wOHhk úúO uÜgïj,ska hq;a mq¿,a lafIa;%hla f,i fmkS hkafkah' ,sx. fNao wkqj 

lreKq we;=<;a ixLHd f,aLk ilia lsÍu;a" m¾fhaIK l%u j¾Okh lsÍu;a" isoaOdka; ilia 

lsÍu;a" ixl,am ;shqKq f,i ú.%y lsÍu;a ldka;d wOHhkhg we;=<;a fõ' /ialr .;a ±kqu 

m;=rejd yeÍfï ud¾. moaO;shla we;s lsÍfuka m¾fhaIK u`.ska ,nd.;a ±kqu f,dj mqrd 

fnod yßkakg yels jkafkah' wo ldka;d wOHhk iriú mdGud,djls' úYajúoHd, lSmhl 

fï úIh i|yd wOHhk mSG msysgqjd ;sfí' fndfyda rgj, ldka;d m%Yak ms<sn| m¾fhaIK 

meje;aùug uOHia:dk msysgqjd we;' Y%S ,xldfõ lsisu iriúhl fujeks mdGud,d ke;' 

flfia fj;;a fï ms<sn|j ,xldfõo Wkkaÿjla cks; ù ;sfí' cd;Hka;r" rdclSh yd 

mqoa.,sl wdh;k u`.ska úúO uÜgfï m¾fhaIK mj;ajdf.k hkq ,efí' ,xldfõ ldka;djka 

iïnkaO j m¾fhaIK m%uqL;d f,i fmkS hk lafIa;% w;frka iriú l;=ka flf¾ fjfiiska 

n,mdk lreKq folla fuys i|yka lrkq leue;af;ñ' ^1& /lshdjl kshqla;j isák w;r 

f.or fodr lghq;= lsßfï § we;sjk .eg¿ yd ̂ 2& uyck lghq;=j,§;a jD;a;Sh lghq;=j,§;a 

jeo.;a ;SrK .kakd uÜgulg meñfKkakg ldka;djkag we;s úfYaI ndOd - hk fï 

lreKq folh'
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mjq,a /lSu;a M,odhs /lshdjl kshq;= ùu;a tlsfklg fkd.e<fmk foa f,i idudkH 

ms<s.ekSuh' tfy;a tu ld¾hhka úreoaO fkdjk wkaoug l< yels ud¾.hla ;kd .; yels 

hhs uf.a ye`.Suhs' mjq,l wdodhu;a" ixialD;sh;a ia;%sh /lshdjla lsÍfuka ÈhqKq jkakdla 

fukau" ;u mjqf,ka ,efnk iyfhda.h úfYaIfhka ;u ieñhdf.ka ,efnk iyfhda.h 

ldka;djkaf.a jD;a;Sh id¾:l f,i Wiia uÜgulg f.k hEug bjy,a jkafkah'

Y%S ,dxlsl ldka;djkag" ;u .eyekqlu ksid lsisu wjysrhla ke;ehs hk ye`.Su ms<s.-

kakg kqmq¿jk' tfy;a f,dalfha we;eï m%foaYj, ldka;djkag ú¢kakg isÿ ù ;sfnk lDDr 

lror furg lemS fmfkk m%udKhg ke;s ksid ldka;d ksoyia igfka we;s we;eï lgql 

,laIK furg olakg fkd,efí' YS% ,dxlsl ldka;djka ÈhqKq ù we;af;a mqreI mlaIfha 

úreoaO;ajh yuqfõ fkdj" Tjqkaf.a w;§u ksid h' tlaoyia kjish úis.Kkaj,§ ldka;d 

Pkaoh Wfoid ì%;dkHfha wrUk ,o jHdmdrfha § fndfyda úreoaO;dj,g uqyqK mdkakg 

isÿúh' ì%;dkH ldka;djkag Pkao n,h w;ajQfha uy;a igklg miqjh' tfy;a ,xldfõ 1927 

§ wdKavq l%uh ixfYdaOkh lsÍug m;a lrk ,o fvdkfuda¾ fldñiï iNdjg ldka;d Pkaoh 

.ek lreKq bÈßm;a lsÍu ms‚i" ,xld cd;sl iïfï,kfha isá ldka;djka úiska" zzldka;d 

Pkao ix.uhZZ msysgqjk ,È' th msysgqjkakg;a" tys wNsu;d¾:h id¾:l wkaoug imqrd,Sug;a 

yelsjQfha ,xld cd;sl iïfï,kfha idudðlhka f,i isá fï ldka;djkaf.a ieñhka" mq;=ka 

yd fjk;a {d;sjrhka ÿka iyfhda.h ksidh' wo we;eï lafIa;%j, mqreI mlaIhg jvd ia;S% 

mlaIhg rcfha iqNidOl fiajdj,ska m%fhdack we;s ù ;sfí' oaú;Sh wOHdmkfhys msßñkag 

jvd ia;S% mlaIfha iyNd.S;ajh jeäh' ia;S% mlaIh wdhqI m%udKfhka o msßñkag jvd bÈßfhka 

isà'

tfy;a .Dy‚hlf.a;a" /lshdfjys kshqla;j isák ldka;djlf.a;a fowdldr j.lSï 

iïnkaO jkúg wehg Wiq,kag jk nr buy;ah' tu ksidu ieñhdf.a iyfhda.h fkd,efí 

kï" úfYaIfhka ieñhd f.or fodr jev .ek;a" wUq ieñ fofokdf.a j.lSï .ek;a h,a 

mek.sh woyia we;af;l= kï ;ukag bis,sh fkdyels ;rfï fjfyilg ldka;dj m;aúh 

yelsh' /lshdfjys ÈhqKqj fkd;ld tys fh§ isàfuka muKla iEySug m;a fkdjk WmdêOdß 

ldka;dfjda úYd, ixLHdjla isá;s' Tjqkaf.a wNsm%dh kï ;u jD;a;sh ÈhqKq lr .ekSuhs' 

fujeks whf.a j.lSï úfYaIfhka nrm;,h' tfia jqj;a" tajdg id¾:l f,i uqyqKmdkag 

jqjukd olaI;d iy ffO¾hh fndfyda ldka;djka ;=< ;sfí' tajdf.au f.or fodf¾ iq¿ iq¿ 

foaj, tÍ"  jD;a;sfha ÈhqKqj w;ayer ±uQ WmdêOdß ldka;dfjda tug isá;s' tjeks lSmfofkl= 

.ek uu fm!oa.,slj oksñ' tfyhska mjq,a wjYH;do jD;a;sfha wjYH;do kqj‚ka ii|d n,d 

;u Ôú;fha iaÓr m%uqL;d ksYaph lr .ekSu b;d jeo.;anj ;rfha u lsjhq;=h'

jD;a;shla §ma;su;a f,i ÈhqKqjkafka;a" thg w;HjYH wdOdr iy mßirh ie,fikafka;a" 

ksrjq,a" mS%;su;a mjq,a Ôú;hlsks' thska .,d tk WKqiqï iafkayh;a" iekis,a,;a" wdrlaIdj;a 

mjqf,a ish¨ fokdf.au wNsjDoaêhg ys;lrh' Bg iudk wka fohla ke;' tksid wm iuq.-

kakd fï wjia:dfõ§ Tn ish¨ fokdf.au wkd.; mjq,a Ôú;h;a" jD;a;sh;a iM, lr.ekSug 

jqjukd nqoaêh iy idr .=KO¾u jv jvd;a ÈhqKq lr.kakg yelsfõjdhs hkq yo m;af,ka 

ke.S tk uf.a wdYsxikh hs'

1986.05.16
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Beyond the University
Dr. Wimala De Silva

I would express my deep appreciation to the Senate of this University of Sri Jayewardenepura of 
which I am honoured to be the symbolic head, for their decision to confer on me the Honorary 

degree of Doctor of Letters. Considering the illustrious persons who have been honoured by the 
University at earlier convocations and today, I feel very humble indeed that my small contributions to 
the cause of education and for the development of women in Sri Lanka should thus be recognized.

I consider it also a very great privilege to have been invited to give this convocation address. I take 
the liberty to speak to this  audience as the Chancellor of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura rather 
than as a special invitee.

May I, therefore, first take this opportunity to congratulate all of you who have successfully 
completed your courses of study and been awarded your degrees today. This is the culmination of over 
fifteen years of dedicated study on your part. I am aware that many of you, particularly during the 
period you were in the university, have had to face several hardships. Your achievement in spite of such 
difficulties is therefore all the more commendable. May I also congratulate the parents of these new 
graduates. But not for the encouragement, guidance and opportunities given by them, sometimes at 
very great personal sacrifice, these young people may not have been able to achieve this goal. Perhaps 
even greater motivation and drive is required from those who, after a heavy day’s work, have followed 
classes for several years and successfully completed a post-graduate course of study. The support of 
your spouses who would have had to assume extra responsibilities and make many sacrifices to free you 
to follow these classes is no doubt an important factor contributing to your success. I congratulate all 
of you once again.

However hard the conditions under which you may have had to do your studies, I nevertheless wish 
to quote a passage from the Robbins Report on Higher Education in Great Britain, which I believe has 
relevance to the Sri Lankan student as well. 

“In this age and country students are a privileged population; they have exceptional opportunities 
provided for them by the labour of the community. They are under the obligation to make the best of 
their three or four years and to remember as Milton did that ‘ease and leisure is given thee for thy 
retired thoughts of other man’s sweat’’.

I would go further and say that this obligation should be carried beyond the portals of this university. 
It places a responsibility to give back to the community in some measure the benefits you have received. 
I trust that as you take your place in the adult world you will give with grace and without stint your 
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time, your knowledge and your skills for the benefit of the community and accept with humility the fact 
that in spite of your degree there will be many gaps to be filled and many shortcomings to be remedied.

All of you, no doubt, have already started looking for avenues of employment in keeping with your 
academic achievement. This is a legitimate aspiration. Historically one of the services provided by 
universities, as social institutions catering to the intellectual and professional needs of the community, 
has been to turn out men with the trained intellect required for the highest services of the state. This 
has been so both in the Buddhist and Western university traditions. It is said that study at Nalanda, 
which to all intents and purposes functioned as a university with its own seal, was considered a 
qualification for state service. After completing their education at this highly prestigious institution of 
higher learning, which drew scholars from all parts of the Buddhist world, it was not unusual for lay 
scholars to present themselves at court for service under the king. Similarly the tradition that Oxford 
and Cambridge provided men at the highest intellectual level for administration of Church and State 
goes back to the early beginnings of these two universities and is still embodied in the bidding prayer of 
Oxford University Sermons “that there never be wanting a succession of persons full qualified for the 
service of God in Church and State”. Subsequently universities have also become the most high powered 
agency for producing the trained men required for the professions. Universities of Sri Lanka are in this 
same tradition and provide persons for the highest services in the land. Nevertheless with the 
democratization of education and the consequent expansion of the intake into universities, unemployment 
of graduates and their under-utilization in positions below the graduate level of employment have 
become serious problems even in the developed world. We face the problem here too, particularly in 
respect of graduates who have followed arts-based courses. For them it may be a long and frustrating 
wait unless the public sector has openings for them. 

In the search for employment you may have to come to grips with the fact that in spite of a degree 
you have to equip yourself still further and develop more specialized skills for the level of work to 
which you aspire. It may be necessary to turn a spotlight on yourselves and assess not only your academic 
qualifications but also your personal attributes, your attitudes towards work and towards fellow beings 
in terms of the requirements of modern sector employment at graduate entry level. The need for this 
was brought out very clearly in a study of unemployment among women arts graduates made by the Sri 
Lanka Federation of University Women (SLFUW) in 1981. Though the focus of the study was on 
women, several of the findings are of general relevance and applicable to both male and female. The 
study provided evidence which supported the widely prevalent view that the average arts graduate is at 
a marked disadvantage vis-a-vis the science graduate even in fields of employment where it would be 
expected that the arts courses of study would put them at a greater advantage. The greatest constraints 
to their employment were found to be the poor or inadequate knowledge of English and the perception 
of employers that they are wanting in attributes such as initiative and creative thinking which are 
important at the decision - making levels of employment.

The need for competence in English is frequently reiterated today from various platforms. Much is 
spoken of English as a “link language” between the various linguistic groups in the country. I believe that 
no foreign language is required to forge links between indigenous people. They had communicated with 
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one another in their own tongues for centuries prior to the introduction of English, and do so still in 
many parts of the country. The know ledge of English is, however, of vital importance as a tool for 
acquiring new knowledge and for opening up vistas of the ever-widening world outside. In my view, 
our education became poorer for the fact that this function of English, was blanketed by emotion and 
that during the last three decades even the very students who stood most to benefit by the study of 
English came to spurn it as the language of colonial rulers and a badge of social distinction. In the last 
few years a more realistic approach to the study of English seems to be emerging as is seen in the 
mushrooming of English tutories throughout the country. 

The sub-department of English of the University of Colombo carried out in 1976 a survey regarding 
the Use of English in the public Sector. This was later extended to the semi-government and private 
sectors in the SLFUW study of Unemployment among women Arts Graduates. The conclusions of 
these surveys were as followes:

"Conclusively it would appear that rural arts graduates, irrespective of sex, will remain outside the 
periphery of the private sector and permanently shut out of higher grades in the public sector, unless 
their English language skills are considerably upgraded."

It will therefore be apparent to those of you who did not have the facilities in school to acquire 
competence in English or ignored its study in the university as of little value from the point of view of 
examinations, that upgrading all aspects of English language skills- speech, reading and writing - will be 
useful in the search for a job and essential for career development.

Another major constraint to obtaining graduate level employ ment was identified as the lack of 
personality qualities consonant with a high level of responsibility. Here 1 wish to bring to your attention 
only one aspect of the problem, namely the development of creative thinking. The term “creative 
thinking” does not refer, as is generally believed, purely to those mental processes which have resulted 
in profound scientific discoveries or technological innovations which have revolutionized the world. 
Nor does it refer exclusively to those talents which have produced works of art, literature or music 
surviving the passage of time. Creativity, it is now believed, is not confined to the Galileos, the Flemings, 
the Kalidasas or the Michael Angelos of the world. It is believed that every individual has in varying 
degrees the capacity to think afresh, see new relationships and resolve problems in an innovative way. It 
is believed that basically the same thought processes are involved in a profound discovery as in the 
solution that a chimpansee which could not be reached by using either of the sticks. But the extent to 
which this quality of mind is drawn out  and developed depends to a very great extent on the social 
climate in which the individual functions and the ouragement given to develop it.

From their beginnings one of the functions of universities was the development of creativity in 
thinking. Conditions which favoured it had been built into their organizational structure. In the ancient 
universities this was achieved mainly through discussion and debate. Organized debate was part of the 
intellectual life of India over two thousand five hundred years ago. The “Schools of Discussion” in 
Nalanda drew scholars from all parts of the Buddhist world to debate, in the words of the Chinese 
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scholar I-tsung, “on all possible and impossible doctrines”. Such mental exercises helped not only to 
expand scholarship but also to sharpen the wits and powers of thought. In the western university 
tradition too, from the time of Aristotle and the peripatetic scholars moving from place to place, 
discourse and debate were the accepted methods for learning and teaching, for the sparking of mind 
with mind. This tradition of lecture and discussion continues today and is also seen in the structure of 
the modern seminars. As important as discussion in the formal classroom situation is the thrust and 
parry of debate among students themselves both informally and in debating societies and student 
unions. These activities provide an environment conducive to developing those mental qualities and 
attitudes which have come to be considered the hallmark of a cultivated mind.

Today, however, in Sri Lanka with the high competition for jobs, education at every level, including 
the university, is focused almost exclusively on examinations and examination results. Consequently 
education is directed more towards developing conformity rather than creativity. The effect of this on 
university students, who are the finest product of the educational system, is succinctly expressed by one 
university don, ‘‘In recent years we’ve had many firsts, but few outstanding students.”

The development of creativity not only improves the employment potential of an individual, but 
also satisfies a far more basic need, namely, the joy of fulfillment. Archimedes’ joyous cry of “Eureka” is 
fundamentally no different from the excited shout of a child when he discovers that the rotating arms 
of an electric fan have turned into one whirring mass of movement. It has been suggested that the 
opportunity to express the inborn creativity can make all the difference between mental health and 
personality disorders. Can this be one reason why in our universities strikes are endemic and behaviour 
problems such as sadistic ragging, regularly hit the head-lines? Are these the result of prolonged 
repression of creative needs?

The importance of developing creativity can be viewed from still another angle - from the point of 
view of national development Though the demands of society which are reflected in our educational 
system promote conformity at the expense of originality and innovative thinking, yet these are the very 
qualities which are crucial for developmental purposes and to bring about rapid social and technological 
change. 

And so a contradictory situation has arisen. In the struggle to manoeuvre through a very narrow 
bottle-neck into universities and the job market, the personality appears to shrink correspondingly and 
lose the vitality required for levels of employment to which a graduate legitimately aspires. In this 
respect, the science student is at an advantage because of the nature of science education requiring 
observation, practical work, experiments and the personal guidance of a teacher. It is ironical that this 
should be so, since traditionally creativity was associated with the arts and the humanities and it was 
only grudgingly that science and technology were considered legitimate subjects for university study.

The recent development of valuing a subject primarily in terms of its marketability has had an 
adverse effect on the arts, humanities and even the social sciences, right down the educational ladder. 
In a seminar on Social Science Education organized by the Sri Lanka Association for the Advancement 
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of Science in 1983 it was revealed that the low status given to these disciplines vis-a-vis the hard 
sciences is seen at every level from the universities downwards. This is reflected in the meager allocation 
of time and money for these studies, the poor infrastructural support in the form of space, supplies and 
equipment, the inadequacy of facilities and opportunities to upgrade teaching skills and the low morale 
of the teaching staff.

This situation is the corollary to the present cry for “science, science and still more science” as the 
key to development. It has created an imbalance, which in my opinion, is detrimental to society as a 
whole. In leap-frogging to the technological age emphasis is almost exclusively on the hard sciences. 
Ignoring the other disciplines and the basic role that they too play in development cripples the forward 
leap and prevents society from drawing the fullest benefits of the fruits of development. It is accepted 
that the raison d’etre for this all absorbing concern with development is to enable people to live in 
dignity in a stable civilized society, freed from the shackles and degradation of poverty. Both the sciences 
and the arts have a role to play in this. The hard sciences provide the artefacts which enrich our lives. 
But the arts, the humanities and the social sciences are better equipped, because they are more directly 
involved with humanity, to develop that tolerance, that temper of mind, without which the products of 
science are turned to instruments of destruction. Hence this plea to rethink priorities, so that the 
importance attached to any particular course of study does not depend mainly or entirely on its 
marketability.

I wish at this point to draw attention to a new field of study which has arisen in the Social Sciences 
and is linked with Human Rights. I refer to Women’s Studies.

The establishment of the Commission on the Status of Women in 1946 as an agency of the United 
Nations Organization generated a greater sensitivity to the position of women as the largest section of 
humanity discriminated against. In 1967 the United Nations Declaration on the ‘Elimination of 
Discrimination against Women” stated:

"...discrimination against women is incompatible with human dignity and 
with the welfare of the family and of society, prevents their participation on 
equal terms with men in the political, social, economic and cultural life of 
their countries and is an obstacle to the full development of the potentialities 
of their countries and of humanity.”

The importance of women’s issues was reaffirmed when the General Assembly declared 1975 
International Women’s Year and the years 1976 - 1985 the Women's Decade. In 1979 the United Nations 
Organization adopted the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women. 
The articles of the Convention numbering thirty highlighted the areas of acute deprivation and called 
upon all member states to ratify the Convention. Sri Lanka is one of the signatories to this Convention. 

The logical sequel to this interest in women’s issues has been the impetus given to research on the 
subject in order to understand the reality of the situation in different parts of the world and to develop 
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programmes which would meet the special needs of women in different geographical, cultural and 
socio-economic groups. And so Women’s Studies cover a vast field and different levels of research 
ranging from the gathering of simple statistical data differentiated according to sex, to developing 
research tools and theoretical constructs, as well as forming an information network to disseminate and 
share the research findings. Women’s Studies is now a university subject. Chairs for the subject exist in 
several universities. Most countries have also established Centres for Research into Women’s Issues. Sri 
Lanka has not given the subject university status. Nevertheless here too interest has been created and 
research is being carried out through various international, governmental and non-governmental 
organizations.

Of the priority areas identified for study in Sri Lanka, I wish to touch on two as of special concern 
to university women - one, the problems of combining the roles of a career woman and home maker 
and two, the constraints to women reaching decision-making positions in public life.

It is usual to consider the dual role of bringing up a family and being engaged in productive activity 
as being mutually opposing. But I would like to place before you a more positive approach, namely the 
view that these two activities can be mutually supportive- that the family is materially and culturally 
enriched by a woman’s involvement in a career and that the career of a woman develops and blossoms 
because of the support she receives from the family, particularly from the husband.

It would be incorrect to say that women of Sri Lanka do not suffer disabilities because of their sex. 
But perhaps because they have not been subject to the harsher forms of oppression that women in many 
parts of the world are subjected to, the Women’s Movement in Sri Lanka does not have the aggressive 
features associated with the Women’s Liberation Movement. Women in Sri Lanka have progressed not 
in spite of men but because of the helping hand they have received from them. For instance in the early 
twentieth century, the Suffragette Movement in Britain faced a great deal of opposition and hostility, 
before women were granted the right to vote. But in Ceylon in 1927 when the Donoughmore 
Commission was appointed for constitutional reforms the women in the Ceylon National Congress 
established the Women’s Franchise Union with the assistance of the husbands, sons and other male 
relatives in the Congress and successfully made representations to obtain the franchise. Today in certain 
areas women have benefited more from state welfare programmes even than the men. More females 
participate in secondary school education and the life expectancy of females is higher than that of males.

Nevertheless combining the dual role of career woman and home-maker can indeed be taxing if the 
support of the husband is not available, if he is not prepared to shed conventional and stereo-typed 
views regarding what constitutes women’s work and what constitutes men’s work within the household. 
Even more demanding will be the responsibilities on those university women who look forward to 
developing a career not merely to being employed. I have known many young women graduates who 
have had to abandon this hope because they got so bogged down by trivialities in the home. It is therefore 
important to determine priorities both in terms of family life and career.

In my view there is no substitute for the warmth, comfort and security of a happy, stable family life 
providing the support and environment both material and psychological for the blossoming of a career. 
And so my parting wish for you all today is that you may be able to plan and guide your future, so that 
you enjoy both the strength and comfort of a happy home and the fulfillment of a chosen career.

1986.05.16
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