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ABSTRACT

An Analytical Study of History of Buddhism and Political Activism in
Jummaland, Bangladesh

Ven. Ratan Bikas Chakma

Bangladesh, situated in the eastern part of the South-Asian sub-continent, with rich
natural resources, different races, religions, cultures, social manners, traditions and
languages since ancient period. It lies betweenlatitudes 20°-34° and 26°-38° degree
north and longitudes 88°-31° and 92°-41° degree east. The country is on the border with
India on the east,west and north and by the Bay of Bengal and a small border strip with
Myanmar on the south. The land area is 147,570 squarer kilometer. The capital is
Dhaka. The population is about 140 million with Jummas.

The Chittagong Hill Tracts or Jummaland is categorized as a special
regionlocated in the north eastern part of the country where local inhabitants are known
as Jumma people because they are represent a minority group of Bangladesh. The
Jummaland is a mountainous state that lies between latitudes 21°-25° and 23°-45° north
and longitude 91°-45°0 and 92°-50°0 east. It comprises an area of 13,881 squire
kilometer in theSoutheast and Northeast. It is situated bordering Assam and upper
Myanmar in the east, Arakan in the south, the Chittagong district in the west and
thelndian state of Tripura in the north.Their social and religious status is entirely
different from Bangladeshi Bengali people. The Jummaland peoples are divided into 13
groups all with different religions, cultures, traditions, languages and social norms.
They arenamely such as Chakma, Marma, Tanchangya, Tripura, Chak, Lushai,
Mro,Khumi, Khyang, Bawm, Reang, Murang and Pankho. Among them,

Chakma,Marma, Tanchangya and Chak are Buddhist and others are Hindus, Christian

Xiii



and animist. The Chakma people are the majority in the Jummaland. They are called
Jumma Peoples. They are followers of Theravada Buddhism from ancient time. The
total Jumma population is about 15,98,291 in 2011. Jummaland Buddhist history and
political views and activities has been long times have history and culture. In 1638 C.E.
(Christian Era) see. Appendices political history picture. There was Purtuguese
agreement with Chacomas, presently Jummaland. In 1715 C.E, agreement with British
and 1763 C.E, declared independence Chacomas (Kingdom of Chacomas), In 1780 C.E,
agreement again British with Chacomas and deeply relationship agreement on 1791
C.E, with Chacomas, also the regulation of Jummaland /CHT 1900 A.D, passed by
British government for Jummaland protection from outside. In the earlier 2" Dec.1997
peace accord with Bangladesh government and Jummaland was signed. But
unfortunately Bangladesh government still has not handover political power to
government of Jummaland. Presently this has resulted in Jummaland political situation
being in a series of crisis and Jummaland people didn’t have any safety. The people
and Buddhism didn’t take any development and protection without political power,
examples, Afghanistan and Pakistan Buddhism lost their Buddhist people and
Buddhism. The political power can be determined for protection of the people and
development of Buddhism, its people and religion.

On September 1760 AD, the British East-India Company established their rule
in the ancient Vanga. The liberal policy of the British enabled the Jumma Buddhists to
re-establish them in ancient Vanga on a solid foundation. In the Palas periods (750-
1150 AD), Buddhism reached of the golden ages of Buddhism in modern Bangladesh.

The research was an analytical study of history of Buddhism and political
activism in Jummaland.

Keywords: Jummaland, Vanga, Buddhism, Political activism, Jumma Buddbhists, Crisis.
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