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Thirty patients (7.8%) developed postoperative infections
/ and total episodes of postoperative infections were 37
(9.6%).

Incidence of surgical site infections (SSls) was 5.97%
followed by urinary tract infections (UTI) 1.82%, hospital
acquired pneumonia/ventilator associated pneumonia
(HAP/VAP) 1.56% and catheter related blood stream
infections (CRBSI) 0.26%

Coliforms were the commonest pathogens isolated in
SSls (36.36%) and 62.5% were ESBL producers. Equal
numbers of Staphylococcus aureus and Acinetobacter
isolates were seen (18.18% each). Acinetobacterisolates
were resistant to almost all antibiotics.

Among seven pathogens causing UTI were 2 ESBL
producing coliforms, 1 Acinetobacter species, 1
Enterococcus species and 3 Candida species.

Among 5 pathogens isolated in HAP, there were coliforms
(3/5), Pseudomonas species (1/5) and Streptococcus
pneumoniae (1/5).

Acinetobacter species were isolated in both patients with
VAP and were resistant to all tested antibiotics.

Pseudomonas aeruginosa isolated in CRBSI was
resistant to carbapenems.
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Introduction

Antiseptics are widely used in wound management to
prevgnt or treat wound infections due to proven wound
healing properties regardless of their cytotoxicity.

Objective

To determine the bactericidal effects of three antiseptics
on pathogens causing wound infections.

Design, settings and methods

Study was done at Colombo South Teaching Hospital
and Department of Microbiology of University of Sri
Jayewardenepura in 2013. Forty eight stored bacterial
isolates from wounds, standard strains of Staphylococcus
aureus, Escherichia coli and Pseudomonas aeruginosa
were tested for bactericidal effects of 3 acids (acetic acid,
ascorbic acid and boric acid) in three concentrations
(0.5%, 0.75% and 1%). Bacterial suspensions were
equivalent to 0.5 McFarland standard.

Results

There were 33 (68.8%) Coliforms, 10 (20.8%) Pseudo-
monas species, and 5 (10.4%) Staphylococcus aureus.
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